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SUMMER’S HERE!
ALL AT SEA BUT WE STILL COMMUNICATE
“God is not Solitude but Communion;
he is Love, and therefore communication, because
love always communicates”
POPE FRANCIS: WORLD COMMUNICATIONS DAY 2019
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Dear Readers,
Here we are with the very first issue of 2019
and already the parish has got off to a busy
start - the updates on Pgs. 6/7 say it all! No
doubt Christmas 2018 was a happy time for all
(or as happy as we could make it for each other). We continue this positive spirit into 2019.
In amongst our regular features and articles,
we are happy to welcome old and new faces:
Magdalen Lindon enjoins children to join Will
Power in his quest for... (find out on Pg. 11).
Easter, quite rightly, took centre stage: the reenactment of the Stations of the Cross by a
group of parishioners, including Fr. John (Pg. 23
onwards), was one of many events that brought
the parish together in common reflection and
celebration.
And as we are also celebrating Pentecost this
weekend, we give thanks for God’s gift of the
Holy Spirit who helps us to pray - the most
powerful tool in the communications armoury.
A staunch advocate for the power of prayer,
Hilary Brown, shares her experience of this
precious and life-saving gift on Pg. 36.
Anything you can do I can do better, could be
Barbara Lukover’s mantra as she gives a new
twist to the meaning of a ‘Gap Year’ (Pg. 34).
Hope you have a fabulous summer and may
every day be an “adventurous” one. Just
remember also that the deadline for the Winter
issue is midnight on 15th November!

We accept letters by post (c/o Parish
Office, 1 Hamilton Road, Sidcup DA15 7HB,
marked The ‘Voice’), or email to either of
the addresses (shown left). Please include
your name, address (postal and email),
and telephone contact details.
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CHURCHES TOGETHER IN SIDCUP (CTiS)
RECENT EVENTS
Good Friday’s Walk of Witness, while following a slightly different route, attracted its usual
high number of participants. Tea and hot cross buns followed at St. Lawrence Community
Centre (SLCC).
LARK IN THE PARK (LITP)
LITP will take place at its usual site at Sidcup Place, from 24th July to 4th August 2019
inclusive. Note this year it is for a slightly shorter duration due to schools’ schedules.
Further details are available at www.LarkSidcup.com. If you would like to volunteer,
follow the “Volunteer” tab at the top of the web page. You can volunteer for times/dates
that suit your schedule. Volunteers support the daytime children’s clubs that run from
2 to 4pm or for the evening events which usually run from 8 to 10pm.
AGM
St. Lawrence’s Phil Culbert took his place on the Executive Committee and was also able to
report that, thanks mainly to his efforts, the new-look CTiS website is up and running. It
can be accessed at: sidcupchurch.org.uk.
NEXT GENERAL MEETING
Tuesday, 25 June at Our Lady of the Rosary, Burnt Oak Lane, 7.45 for 8pm. All welcome.
________________________________

Holiday Rental
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ST. LAWRENCE’S PARISH NOTICES
‘CLAIMING FOR CHRIST’

Baptised in the Name of the Father, the Son
and the Holy Spirit
Lucy Cook
23.09.2018
Mila Giannotta
30.09.2018
James Khang Kingswood-Tran 07.10.2018
Maia Robson
14.10.2018
Raya Sydney Watkins
20.10.2018
Hugo Edward Pierson
21.10.2018
Johnnie James Dowling
27.10.2018
Henry Jack O’Callaghan
03.11.2018
Lucie Hannah Ester Sandi
25.11.2018
Kiera Anne Taylor
16.12.2018
Shannon Jane Jones
09.02.2019
Albert Stanley Johanness Visser 10.02.2019
Ava Victoria Dennington
16.02.2019
Eva Frances McGee
23.02.2019

Alice Emma O’Donnell
Rosie Mae Jones
Olivia Charity Ndukwe
Luca Kian Bluitt
Jacob Benjamin Souza Farias
George Kevin Davison
Sofia Maria Alvarez Cavero
Stuart Wayne Button
Amelie Genine Nash
Cienna Adeniyi
Caleb Adeniyi
Isla Lauren Elliott
Alana Sophi Tia Tienzo

23.02.2019
17.03.2019
23.03.2019
30.03.2019
07.04.2019
20.04.2019
20.04.2019
20.04.2019
27.04.2019
27.04.2019
27.04.2019
28.04.2019
11.05.2019

WEDDINGS
What God has joined together let no man
put asunder

Colin Thomas Larkin & Rebecca Rowe - convalidation:

30.03.2017

Samuel Roy Mott & Sarah Freda Smith were married on:

16.05.2019

Samuel Frederick Perks & Gemma Louise Fernandes were married on: 19.05.2019

St. Lawrence’s Voice
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ALWAYS ROOM—FOR ALL
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in
God, and trust in me. There are many rooms
in my Father’s house; if there were not, I
should have told you. I am going now to
prepare a place for you, and after I have gone
and prepared you a place, I shall return to
take you with me so that you may be where I
am, too.”
[John 14: 1-3]

REST IN PEACE










Agnello Maresca
Trudie Mary Hammond
Jean Lillian West
Mary Stubbs
John Augustine McKenna
Carly Cooper
Gordon Lewis
William Anthony Arundel
Mary Ann Smith

23.12.2018
24.12.2018
27.01.2019
29.03.2019
05.04.2019
16.04.2019
18.04.2019
22.04.2019
29.04.2019



W
A
L
N
U
T
S

Café

____________
107 Main Rd,
Sidcup,
DA14 6ND
020 8300 5577
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NO ‘HAMPER’-ING THESE XMAS (2018) FESTIVITIES!
Thanks to the generosity of all those who contributed towards the hamper collection
and with financial support from the St. Lawrence Charitable Fund, it was possible to
distribute 56 hampers to those in need as well as 53 small boxes of biscuits to those in
care homes and the housebound. This continued support is acknowledged and warmly
appreciated.

WHAT’S IN A NUMBER?
780 rosaries
donated in response to
appeal in January by
Blackheath &
Chislehurst Catenians.
These have been sent
worldwide.

ST LAWRENCE CHARITABLE FUND
The Bexley Youth Orchestra
& Bexley Youth Band were
the star performers for the
SLCF’s 30th Anniversary
Concert held on Saturday,
26th January. An impressive £1,050 was raised, a
sum significantly bolstered
by the addition of several
personal donations.

Our parish statistics for 2018:

Baptisms

First Holy Communions

Confirmations

Marriages

Deaths

Adults received in Catholic Church

51
46
22
5
33
3

Some ‘Candid Camera’ facts!
Via the webcam, the church has, on average, 5930
people viewing Mass each year with 800 watching
every single month from countries such as the UK,
Ireland, Australia, USA, Canada, Poland and Spain.
[In Spain, 9 out of 10 viewers logged on regularly;
American viewers were also regulars.]
RITE OF ELECTION/
CALL TO CONTINUING CONVERSION
Five candidates from St. Lawrence’s on the RCIA
programme: Kevin, Jack, Stuart, Sofia and Karla,
attended the Rite of Election and Call to Continuing
Conversion at St. George’s Cathedral, Southwark,
on Saturday, 9th March. Service led by Archbishop
Peter Smith. [See Page 32 also.]

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
The “Why we Believe” Lenten course
- a series of DVD presentations on the The First Holy Communion
Catholic faith (lasting 40 minutes) children celebrated their
commenced on Friday, 22nd March.
Masses on:
Among the topics featured was:
Saturday, 18th & 25th May
Purgatory - Prayers of the Dead.
at 11am

CONFIRMATION 2019
This sacrament to be
celebrated on Thursday,
27th June, by Bishop
Patrick Lynch.
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WALSINGHAM DAY

PARISH NEWS (continued)
St. Lawrence Charitable Fund
Dinner & Talk (2 courses; bring your own drinks)
Saturday, 22nd June, at 7.30pm
Tickets: £15 per person
Speaker:
Frank Savage OBE
Parishioner & Former Governor of Montserrat
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Saturday, 6th July



24-seater coach booked
Cost £25 per person, payable in
advance to Mary Kelly (020 8850
7566). See poster at back of
church for further
details

Parishioners are also
warmly invited to Rev. Peter
Littleton’s first celebration of
Holy Mass on:

THE REV. PETER LITTLETON
will be ordained as
Priest
by Archbishop Peter Smith
at St. George’s Cathedral
on Saturday, 20th July, at 12.30pm
ALL ARE WELCOME

Sunday, 21st July, at 11am
in the
Oratory of St. Mary Magdalen*

*96 Northside Wandsworth
Common, Wandsworth,
London SW18 2QU
(5 mins from Clapham Jct.)
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WOOLWICH TO MORTLAKE VIA SIDCUP
By John Wilsdon
_________________
St. Lawrence’s parishioners thought, ‘What a
to-do. Fr. John’s enforced absence, that’s
something new. Would we have to travel
near and far for any Masses, going on foot,
bus or car?’

Fr. Graziano was midst study for his master’s
degree, but kept parish activities running as
smoothly as could be. He has a good tenor
voice, gives homilies of acceptable length; he
has a good sense of humour, his repartee is a
strength. Being in a new parish, he warmly
greeted all kinds. Despite all his concerns,
kept Fr. John foremost in our minds. Fr. John
made headway, his recovery improves,
Fr. Graziano ensuring he resists medicallybanned moves!

There’s Blackfen, Bexley, Welling and Eltham,
all near; so very convenient, that’s truly clear.
Mass times might be different so we’d check
them out. There would be something for all
without any doubt. If one missed on a morning Mass, the deaneries catered for them. At
Welling or Eltham, there’s a Mass at 6.30pm.
But our worries were banished, there was no An eager call to the diocese someone did
need to fuss – we won’t travel to Woolwich, make from the parish of St. Mary Magdalen
St. Peter came to us!
down in Mortlake. Their plight was acute,
they too needed a locum; you can guess who
The clergy at St. Peter’s must have thought
was sent – Fr. G. – major factotum!
hard and long about how to help Sidcup and
its varied throng. Was one priest appointed Fr. Graziano has left; dearth of priests takes
through a Superior’s voice, or was one from its toll. Fr. John, back in charge, has to make
the hat selected without any choice? Our
his own Irish spag bol. ‘Twould have been
locum parish priest made his entrance; we
great, if from this saga we’d see that
wished him success – he was Fr. Graziano de Fr. Graziano rejoined us. A two-priest parish?
Palma CPPS. What those letters meant it
wasn’t clear; they could mean Caretaker
WON’T BE!
Parish Priest Sidcup, and he was here.
IT’S OFFICIAL!
The following extracted from the website of St. Mary Magdalen church in Mortlake:

St Mary Magdalen is delighted to welcome
Fr. Graziano de Palma as our Parochial Administrator.
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CHILDREN’S ‘VOICES’
As mentioned in our Winter 2018 issue, four children took part in the ‘Advertising
Christmas’ challenge where, with a budget of £12.50, they had to communicate i.e.
“advertise” in whatever way they chose, their thoughts about Christmas and what it
meant to them.
The last issue showed only the gift bags with the giving child’s personalised message so
as not to spoil the surprise for the recipient. As promised, the contents of those bags
can now be revealed...

“...Here is a little
gift from me to
you so you know
how special you
really are…”

“...hope you enjoy
your gift and like it.
Remember: great
things come in all
sizes!”



Barbie doll



Transport vehicle set



‘Addict A Ball’ toy: “improves
patience, dexterity & hand-eye
coordination”!

[Continued on Page 10]



Toy cars



Soft toy



Stencilling moulds



Plastic toy figures



Rubik’s Cube



‘Wreck this Journal’ journal!
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CHILDREN’S ‘VOICES’ [Continued from Page 9]

“...and enjoying the festive
season. I hope that your gift is
also just as enjoyable…”

“...Let this bag
bring you some
‘small’ piece of
happiness…”



Chocolates and
sweets



Keyring



‘Glow in the dark
candy cane’



Colour pencils



‘Naughty is the New
Nice’ candle



‘Bob the Builder’ construction
playset



‘Rally Monster’ toy truck

St. Lawrence’s Voice
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WILL POWER AND THE TEN COMMANDMENTS
By Magdalen Lindon
_________________________________
Hello, children. Last year, I promised to tell you about my new book in which Will
Power went on a quest and discovered the Ten Commandments. Well, let’s begin!

Will took his dog with him. When his dog was a puppy, Will had named him Willy Nilly
because he had always been getting
into mischief: he couldn’t make
choices in the way Will could and just
went on ahead without thinking.
The first clue Will found was about
doing what he was told and being
obedient. Will went to the common
with Willy Nilly one day without asking permission and both he and Willy
Nilly fell in the pond and nearly
drowned. He was saved, but his
parents were very upset.
The second clue was about learning
not to be angry, take revenge or bully
anyone. Will was very angry with his
sister when she played with one of
his toys and accidentally broke it.
Without thinking, Will took revenge
by deliberately damaging her bicycle.
As a result his sister had a very nasty
accident when her brakes failed. He
made up for it, though, by helping his
sister learn to swim when she was
being bullied.
The third clue was about learning to keep promises because people rely on them. It
was particularly important for people who marry and promise to love each other
throughout their lives, like his mum and dad.

[Continued on Page 33]
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BEXLEY DEANERY DEVELOPING WORLD GROUP
By Susan Grace
I am delighted to report, that with the support of the Catholic community in the
Deanery, the Developing World Group have managed to support six projects this year.
We have two outstanding and hope to raise sufficient funds to support them before the
end of September.
We sent a smaller donation to Kholomlidzo Catholic Church in Neno, Malawi, to enable
them to purchase some hymn books; we have sent donations of £1000 each to two
schools and an orphanage.
St Pamachius School in Moshi, Tanzania, is providing secondary education to both ablebodied teenagers and to those with special needs. There is no government support for
the latter group of young people. The funds were able to help with providing wheelchair
access and equipment within the school.
St Mary Help of Christians Orphanage in Andhra Pradesh started three years ago with 18
children; there are now 25. The priest who runs the orphanage was running out of funds
to supply food and education for the children, so we were delighted to help.
In September, we will be looking for suitable projects for next year; details will be
published in the bulletin.
Thank you for your continued support and please remember the donation box at the
back of the church.
________________________________________________________________________

and
don’t
You
forget it!
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Your local handyman for
Tiling-Plumbing-Painting
Decorating-fencing-patios-paving-decking
All types of work undertaken - no job too small
Free no-obligation quotations
Tel: 07971 010223

COLLETT OPTICIANS
“Eye care for the Whole Family”
UK Eye Care Practices of the Year 1995
UK Contact Lens Practice of the Year 1996





Eye examinations, including diabetic and glaucoma
examinations
All types of contact lenses, VDU screening
Children’s eye care from Babies to Teens

Branches at:
 103 Main Road, Sidcup, Kent DA14 6ND
[Tel: 020 8300 3222]


43 Passey Place, Eltham, London SE9 5DA
[Tel: 020 8850 3415]
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‘Voices’ that Speak…
Be Inspired by All and in All

And the Lord said unto John,
"Come forth and you will receive
eternal life". John came fifth and
won a toaster!
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HOME-I L Y
“The purpose of the homily is not to impart information, it is for
TRANSFORMATION”
[Taking the priest’s words home for reflection]

“T

oday is about you!”, Fr. John
passionately proclaimed in his
Easter Sunday homily. Odd, I thought, as
today of all days belonged to the Lord - the
celebration of his glorious Resurrection. But
considered in the context of what Fr. John
was saying, that statement was meant to
reflect each one’s personal commitment to
freely professing and celebrating a faith they
believed in. In other words, we were not
upsetting anyone or we weren’t forced to be
in church that day - or any day.
In fact, each day is about us - not in the
celebrity/social media kind of way - but in a
way where we do truly appreciate the
wonder of our being.

within the group had changed”, reflected
Archbishop Gallagher. He added that the
question we need to ask ourselves therefore
is: ‘What do I really need to believe?’
Like Thomas, Archbishop Gallagher explained,
we have seen the sign and heard the words,
so must doubt no longer. We must want to
believe; to will ourselves to jump the gap of
faith because it is not a passive thing but an
active grasping of Christ. And despite the obstacles, persecutions, difficulties and doubts
we face, as did the early Christian communities, they still encouraged each other in the
pursuit of faith. Similarly, we too draw courage from other people who encourage us.

Still focusing on the ‘all about you’ theme,
Fr. John in a subsequent homily put forward a
Archbishop Paul Gallagher who celebrated
question which has surely crossed our minds
Mass at St. Lawrence’s on Divine Mercy Sun- at some point or other: ‘Does God love me?’
day (28th April), pursued this ‘me’ theme
This was in reference to John’s Gospel (3rd
from another angle. He said that whilst East- Sunday of Easter) where Jesus puts the ‘Do
er Sunday is a “feast of the hope of the Chris- you love me?’ question to Peter three times.
tian churches’ assertion of the truth of the
“Personally,” Fr. John shared, “I look towards
bodily resurrection of Our Lord, it [the
the Cross because it shows me that God loves
Church] helps us to deepen our understand- me. It is not just about death; it is about the
ing and to grapple with the reality of faith.”
love that brought Jesus to the Cross for me.
Sometimes it is hard to accept that we are
Archbishop Gallagher pointed out that on the loved and forgiven.”
second Sunday after Easter, the Church
introduces us to the harsh reality of doubt,
Fr. John suggested that in finding our own
something that has always been identified
answer to that question, perhaps we need to
with Thomas.
look at the Cross and listen to the words that
Jesus told Peter - and tells us: Follow me
Whilst the other apostles believed that the
because you love me.
Risen Christ was among them, Thomas initially didn’t until he was presented with the
It’s true - it really is all about ‘me’ [you/us].
‘proof’. “Imagine how insulted the others
were and how immediately the dynamic
Sheila Pereira
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C. H. R. I. S. T.
Christian Hope Rests In Solidarity Together

EXPLORING MISSION & DISCIPLESHIP
By Sheila Pereira (and the Women of St. Lawrence)
______________________________
Following the second meeting of the women’s discipleship group on Wednesday, 6th February, in addition to the old faces we welcomed a few new ones! A brief update as follows.
Shaping our group in terms of a formal name, we have decided upon W.I.N.G.S. which
stands for Women In God’s Service. The motto is still under discussion as we have various
suggestions to choose from. Perhaps the direction we are called in will eventually help
decide this for us:

“Returning love for love received”

“Freely you have received, freely give”

“Handmaids, led by the Lord”

“Some women in our group amazed us” [Luke 24:22]
At the meeting we discussed various ways we could be of service especially in situations
that the women were sharing with the group where an extra pair of hands would have
helped, or they would have benefitted from an alternative way of doing things. There was
obviously a lot we could get going with but to keep things manageable we streamlined the
suggestions into the:
1)

Practical
 Addressing practical needs e.g. knitting warm clothing;
 ‘Taxi’ service e.g. helping the elderly get to and from Mass/providing transport
where it is needed e.g. hospital runs etc.;
 Giving support to new mums;
 Form-filling e.g. for those who find it difficult to understand and complete official
documents, or any help requiring literacy and numeracy skills;
 Computer classes for the old by the young (as a way of beating loneliness, both for
young and old, as well as getting the generations to connect with each other).

2)

Spiritual
 Powerful study of Scripture (to be started by ourselves as well as inviting outside
scholars);
 Praying with/over those who are ill or have specifically requested us to pray with
them.

As always, we continue to extend a warm welcome to all women particularly to those who
have not been to previous meetings. Please keep checking the newsletter for details of our
next meeting.
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CHILDREN’S MASS
At the 10.00am Mass on Sundays, during school term time, the children are
offered a Children’s Liturgy. After the first hymn and welcome from Fr. John,
the children are invited forward and then proceed out of Mass by the catechists
to the St. Lawrence’s Community Centre (SLCC). Here they can learn about
the Gospel stories in ways suited to their age and needs.
7-year-olds and younger
Large upper room in SLCC
(Parents are welcome to attend with pre-school children, if necessary, where
they can participate in the Liturgy of the Word with their children.)
All the Catechists are CRB-checked
Parishioners who would like to volunteer as a catechist are always welcome.
Please contact Fr. John.

St. Lawrence’s Voice
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ST. LAWRENCE’S ROMAN CATHOLIC
PARISH CHURCH DIRECTORY
Presbytery & Parish Office:
1 Hamilton Road, Sidcup, DA15 7HB
Tel:

020 8300 2480

E-mail office:

sidcup@rcaos.org.uk

Parish website: www.stlsidcup.org

Deacon:

Rev. Peter Varnes

Parish Priest:

Fr. John Diver

Secretary:

Mrs. Bridget Edwards

SERVICES
Sunday Masses:
6.30pm (Sat Vigil), 8.30, 10.00 & 11.30am
Weekday Masses:
Mon - Sat 9.30am
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
Wed 10.00am - 12 noon & 5.00 - 7.00pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Sat after 9.30am Mass, 11.00am - 12 noon, 6.00 - 6.30pm, and at call
Benediction:
1st Friday of the month, following half-hour Adoration after 9.30am Mass
Rosary: Sat 9.00am
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ST. LAWRENCE’S PARISH CHURCH DIRECTORY (continued)
PARISH COUNCIL TEAM
(Correspondence with Councillors via the suggestion box in the back of church)
Fr. John Diver
Rev. Peter Varnes, Deacon
Marie O’Grady-Hills
Kevin Dadswell

Doris Afreh
Fabiola Mestriner
Derek Ferris
Mike Crowhurst

MINISTRIES
Angela Ejaife
Parish Team

Sacristan:
Altar Servers:
Extraordinary Ministers of
Holy Communion:
Home Visits for Holy Communion:
Welcomers:
Readers:
Choir & Instrumentalists:
Flowers:
Parish Library:
The Repository (missals, cards):

Peter Varnes
Gabrielle Grant
Pam Dennis
8309 0439
Jill Martin
8302 7263
Denise Baldwin 8300 4984
Caron Tragheim 07505 617607
Anne Maxted
8300 1215
Mary Townsend 8302 1155
Open (in the hall) after 8.30am &
10.00am Masses on Sundays

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION CO-ORDINATORS
First Communion:
Confirmation:
Marriage Preparation:
Baptismal Programme:
Please contact the Parish Office for further details
020 8300 2480
Children’s Liturgy (age 0 – 7):

Wendy Boyle

QUEEN MARY’S HOSPITAL
RC Chaplain
Holy Communion Co-ordinator:

Fr. John Diver
John Wilsdon

St. Lawrence’s Voice
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ST. LAWRENCE’S PARISH CHURCH DIRECTORY (continued)
CHRISTIAN UNITY
Churches Together in
Sidcup (CTiS):

Phil Culbert

07460 316611

SAFEGUARDING CO-ORDINATORS FOR THE PARISH
(for the protection of children & vulnerable adults)
Mrs. Carolynn Briggs, Mrs. Kathy Rice, Ian Middleton
In emergency please ring: 07504 751239
ORGANISATIONS
100 Club:

Colin Bradbury

Deanery Developing World
Group:

Susan Grace

Marist Way:

Tom Baker

07719 338375

Mothers’ Prayers:

Heike Varnes
Monday 4.30pm

8300 5074

Joan Coles
Sheila Pereira

8309 5110
8309 5913

Parish Magazine Editors:

St. Lawrence Charitable Fund: Nick Wells
St. Lawrence’s Prayer Group: Tony Regan

8300 6656

SCHOOLS & HEAD TEACHERS
St. Peter Chanel (Primary):
CTK: St Mary’s:

Brownies (age 7-10):
Guides (age 10-14):

Mrs. S. Gower, Head Teacher 8302 6029
(Christ the King College)
8309 4760
Shireen Razey, Associate Principal

YOUTH
Rebecca Crisp
Kate McGranghan

07833 501196
07891 559419
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TRAVELLING THOUGHTS:
Your Letters to the Editors
Please send us your letters by post or email
(details on Pg. 2). Be sure to include your
name, address and telephone contact
details. Letters may be edited for brevity,
space and other constraints.

What the blazes?
A different vision for Notre Dame
850 years ago we ploughed our wealth into cathedrals to support God in
celebration of the world’s wonders and for Him to give us comfort in the
calamities we could not solve.
We now know the horrors that face us and have the knowledge to mould
humanity’s destiny yet we refuse to invest in this future and again pledge
money to the past.

Rebuild Notre Dame, of course, but a little differently by installing:
1.
2.

a modern roof with a modern spire;
solar panels to help power the great city it resides in.

Also, create an image gallery inside dedicated to this great cathedral’s past
which captures the history we’ve lost.
Then spend the rest of the money on renewable energy,
re-sheltering and rehabilitating the homeless of Paris and
elsewhere; spend it on making the world a better place
that even God would approve of.
Simon A.C. Martin
Sidcup DA14 4EX
“Great buildings, like great mountains, are the work
of centuries.”
- Victor Hugo

St. Lawrence’s Voice
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A PASSIONATE EASTER
CROSS-ING WITH NATURE
A twig with sprouting leaves in the centre bearing an uncanny resemblance to the Cross
was discovered outdoors by a parishioner. The significance of this delicate image is
explored further, starting below and in the pages that follow, where “Jesus” (played by
parishioner, Henry Potter) and other members of the parish in their re-enactment of the
Stations of the Cross, helped us as a community to bear powerful witness to the ’Wood
of the Cross’.
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POSTER ADVERTISING THE RE-ENACTMENT OF THE STATIONS OF
THE CROSS ON PALM SUNDAY (14TH APRIL)
_____________________________________
All donations to benefit the Mustard Seed Communities (MSC), a non-profit community
development organisation. It began in 1978 as a home for children with severe disabilities
who had been abandoned or orphaned to the streets of Jamaica. Twenty-five years later,
MSC care for more than 1,000 children, in 14 communities, throughout five nations, with
over 20 community outreach programmes.
[For more information, visit: www.mustardseed.com]
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A LIFE STORY WITH A BEGINNING BUT NO END
ST. LAWRENCE ’WALKS’ WITH CHRIST…
“I find no case against this man.”

“And a
sword
will pierce
your own
soul, too…”
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Reliving characters and situations of some 2000 years gone. What this feels
like is shared by cast members in the next few pages.
There is no need to say anything after the
Gospel.
In the lead up to Holy Week, I cast my mind
back to the reading of the Passion on Palm
Sunday, and being told in clear tones by a
priest colleague: "No need to say anything
after the Gospel, just invite everybody to
try and enter into the scene of Jesus' walk
toward Calvary."
Being asked to take the part of Simon of
Cyrene in the re-enactment of the Stations
of the Cross on Palm Sunday [in blue outfit above], I took very much in my stride; I had
played the part before last year and there weren’t exactly going to be many new lines to
learn this time round. Basically, all I had to do was look sad and hold the cross! This year,
in fact, everybody seemed to have stepped up a notch in their acting ability, and it was
clear that you could just turn up even though you may have missed a rehearsal - or two!

There seemed to be more intensity and a demand from those playing the roles of high
priest, elders and scribes, where they wanted this man called Jesus out of the way. So real
was the strength of their emotions that it almost felt like they weren’t acting!
The reluctance of ‘Simon’ to join in and help carry the cross meant that my part was a quick
one, and with the help of the two young ‘soldiers’ who seemed to have a natural ability to
shove and push people around, my scene was over and I was done.
It was the watching and the way the Stations began to be revealed that Palm Sunday and
Holy Week this year were different; sitting and watching from the back of the sanctuary, I
could see the audience were fixed on what was happening. The anguish, cries, pain and
loss were being lived out and I began to feel something I must admit that was unexpected:
the Stations were making a mark on everybody - it wasn’t just some sort of play. For those
few moments the Stations came down from the walls of the church and touched everybody
who was present.
Perhaps the instruction not to say anything was right. Being asked to be part of the Way of
the Cross meant I entered into not just my small scene but the beginning of Holy Week in a
different light. You needed to be there to see the passion: the performance was wellplanned, acted and put together but with the vital ingredient of faith where you don't
need to say anything but live out what you know to be true. This was a play that was not
just ‘perfomed’ but lived - a credit to all.

Fr. John Diver
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I was greatly honoured and privileged to be
invited to take part in this fantastic
production of “The Stations of the Cross” on
Palm Sunday.
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I hope that many hearts
were changed – I know
mine was! So, here are a
few of my thoughts on this
powerful drama.

We were a large cast with some big roles that
were wonderfully acted and well-presented.
There were also a lot of fitting cameos which
all helped to knit the events of Jesus’ Passion
and Death into a powerful drama of
salvation.
It was not long after
Jesus’ public ministry
began that He was
attacked by the Pharisees
and Sadducees; they
recognised Jesus’ great
attraction to the people
whom He loved and how
large numbers were
drawn to Him.

Even with just the small
part I played in this drama,
it still presented me with the opportunity to
feel my responsibility for the death of Jesus,
the salvation of the world.
For we have all sinned
Our wonderful cast!
and fallen short of the
glory of God (Romans
3:23). I had nailed
Jesus to the cross by
my sins.

Through Jesus’ death
and resurrection,
however, I have been
raised up to new life
with Him and this
Jesus preached, taught in parables, healed
belief is central to my very being. Jesus is my
the sick and disabled, prayed out evil spirits Lord and Saviour, my companion and friend,
and fed the hungry. As a result, His followers someone with whom I can talk freely and
continued to increase.
share my fears, hopes and joys. He gives me
the strength to face my problems and has
The Pharisees attacked Him at every oppor- often answered my prayers with miraculous
tunity, questioning His authority for calling
healing!
Himself the Son of God and also the Messiah.
They challenged Jesus on divorce, taxes to
Jesus is my rock, my foundation; He is fulthe Romans, and the Law of God. Jesus, for filling the promise made at my birth, that of
His part, condemned them for burdening the gifting me with life on earth to know God and
people with a multitude of Pharisaic rules
to love and serve Him. Through this living
and regulations – the very same people
faith, God personally invites me to spend
whom the hypocritical Pharisees never
eternity in the glory of heaven with Him in
moved a finger to help in their difficulties.
everlasting joy and happiness.
Jesus even warned that the Pharisees were
the yeast and the yeast of Herod!
We were blessed with a very creative, hardworking, helpful and enthusiastic production
Eventually, Jesus was condemned to death
team, led by Olivia and Candace Paasche,
by crucifixion (foretold by Isaiah 52-53),
who were the organisers and inspiration
brought about by the evil and hatred of the behind this drama. Similar credit goes to all
Pharisees and also Herod’s timidity as he was the wonderful cast, too. Thanks to you all!
fearful for his reputation and unable to deal
with the venom of the Pharisees.
Peter Seery
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B

eing part of the play really made me look at the Stations of the Cross in a
different way. I was a Pharisee shouting out for Jesus to be crucified and this was
very thought-provoking.

On a lighter note, before the play started I met a group of ‘angels’ running down the
stairs from the Upper Room. One of them had no wings – she told me that she had
been fighting with the other angels and they had fallen off. There were feathers all over
the Upper Room floor!
Thanks to everyone for the experience and for the money raised for Mustard Seed.

Peter Mitchell
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INRI
IESVS NAZARENVS REX IVDÆORVM
(Iesus Nazarenus, Rex Iudaeorum)

Jesus the Nazarene, King of the Jews

XII
JESUS
DIES
ON THE CROSS
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE EASTER TRIDUUM
MAUNDY THURSDAY
Peter Mitchell (foreground) conducts the choir as Fr. John washes the “disciples’” feet
“The Lord Jesus
after eating with
His friends, washed
their feet and said
to them: ‘Do you
know what I, your
Lord, have done to
you? I have given
you example that
so you also should
do.’”
[Refrain from the
hymn:
The Lord Jesus]

Eat this bread, drink this cup
Come to me and never be hungry
Eat this bread, drink this cup
TRUST IN ME AND YOU WILL NOT THIRST
[Refrain from the hymn: Eat this Bread]

The Blessed Sacrament in the tabernacle at the place of reposition (below)

STAY
WITH ME,

REMAIN HERE
WITH ME,

WATCH AND
PRAY,

WATCH
AND

PRAY.
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GOOD FRIDAY

The solemnity of this “good” day began with parishioners from the various churches in
Sidcup, including St. Lawrence’s, gathering together on a beautifully bright morning at St.
John the Evangelist Church. The newly-appointed vicar, Rev. Cathy Knight-Scott (less than a
year into her role), after an enthusiastic welcome and leading us in prayer sent us on our
way to begin the ‘Walk of Witness’. Her request to make the walk in silence (a very refreshing change from previous years) was happily observed by all, and under the watchful gaze of
the marshals we left the church and began our walk down the aptly-named Church Avenue.
The cross was carried by father-and-son duo: Phil and Theo (11)
Culbert (above left, although the banner they are clutching was
slightly lighter than their earlier load!), and we processed down
the High Street stopping at designated points along the way
where we had a Gospel reading followed by a hymn. The singing
was led by (see Page 36 for identity!), who had an arresting
sweatshirt for the message it bore (right).
The streets were not their usual busy selves but any march that
causes the traffic to stop, however temporarily, inevitably creates interest (or annoyance), more so if it is done in total silence.
To see the reactions of passers-by: quizzical looks to embarrassment to...one could just imagine what Jesus had to endure but
we were spared all the hectoring and violence, unlike Him.
People from the different Christian faiths came together in common celebration of one of
the most profound days in the Christian calendar, and in sharing a cup of tea with
(generously buttered) hot cross buns we were adhering to Christ’s command: Love one another as I have loved you. How much [does He love us]? The celebration of Jesus’ Passion later on at 3pm had the answer.
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THE EASTER VIGIL AND EASTER SUNDAY

Fr. John (foreground) with Deacon Peter
Varnes (centre) lighting the Paschal candle
outside the church

Candles - someone’s birthday? Well, a
‘birth’-day of sorts: the Church and its believers, after all the despair and sorrow,
were preparing to receive and welcome a
light that can never be extinguished. The
blustery conditions outside St. Lawrence’s
as the people gathered for the Easter Vigil
service made lighting of the Paschal candle
a little tricky, but not for long.

The church in darkness lit by the
light of Christ

time when new
members are
welcomed into the
Church.

St. Lawrence’s accordingly warmly
embraced: Kevin,
Sofia and Stuart
who were baptised,
Once the sturdy candle was lit, Deacon
as well as Jack and
Peter Varnes carried it into a darkened
Karla into full comchurch that looked like it was experiencing a munion. All five
power cut as it, too, only had flickering can- were then confirmed.
dles for light! With the singing of the Exsultet, a powerful invoking of God’s blessings,
To the rousing strains of Thine be the Glory,
our service had begun. Always at such a ser- this ‘birth’-day celebration finally drew to a
vice, which involves the renewal of baptisclose by midnight!
mal vows among other rites, it is also the

The light streaming through the church windows on
a glorious Easter morning. With full voices we joyfully acclaimed: He is Risen, Alleluia! Alleluia!
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[Continued from Page 11]
The fourth clue was about learning not to steal
from anyone. On one occasion Will saved a stray
kitten trapped up a tree but became so attached to
it that he didn’t want to return it when its owner
was found. This was not the right choice. Will
returned it in the end and the owner was so
pleased that she called the kitten the name that
Will had chosen for it.
The fifth was about telling lies and cheating. A boy
in Will’s class cheated with his project and also told
a lie about Will’s work. The other boy was found
out but it had made Will very unhappy.
The sixth was about coveting people which means
taking someone away who belongs to someone
else, like a friend. Will really admired a boy in his
class who was good at sport and music. Will
wanted to be his friend and take him away from another friend. It ended happily because
all three became friends.

The seventh clue was about being jealous of other people’s belongings. Will’s sister was
jealous of Willy Nilly and kicked him in a temper when he accidentally tripped her up at a
family picnic. Will was very upset especially as he liked sharing Willy Nilly. His sister said
sorry and, although Will found it difficult, he finally forgave her.
Will asked his parish priest, Father Wright, what the clues meant. Father Wright said they
were some of God’s Ten Commandments about loving people. They were pointing Will in
the direction to take on his quest. If Will ignored them, he ended up on the wrong path.
The other Commandments were about loving God by worshipping him, not using swear
words, and keeping Sunday holy because it is the Lord’s Day. If Will did his best to keep all
the Commandments, he would love God and other people.
I wonder what the treasure was that Will found at the end of his quest. Read the book to
find out! In case you are curious, it was something to do with finding out how much God
loved him, how to love Him in return in this life, and then living happily ever after with God
in the next.
NB to Parents
The teaching in this article is based on the book Magdalen has written called “Will Power
and the Ten Commandments” published by Redemptorist Publications. It is available from:
www.rpbooks.co.uk
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OUR GAP YEAR
By Barbara Lukover
____________________

Gap years were not really an option with my generation. We left college or university at
21/22, went to work, got married, had a family and spent the next 30 or so years being
busy. So when our youngest daughter, Anya, said that she wanted to go and see what
lies on the other side of the world for a year, I had to cut the apron strings and let her
go. She experienced great adventures, met many lovely people who became great
friends, skydived out of aeroplanes, bungee jumped and went glacier walking – Ugh!
Now 10 years after that my husband Howard and I, in our retirement, said to our
daughters, this is our turn to take a gap year. (Well, six weeks actually!) We are going to
see what life is like on the other side of the world.
This was now our adventure, beginning with Hong Kong, a stay with friends in Australia
followed by a three-week explore of both islands of New Zealand in a campervan.
We flew out to Hong Kong two days after Christmas then on to Sydney, Australia, where
we had a lovely stay with friends, exploring Sydney, going to the Blue Mountains,
experiencing the beautiful birds and wildlife of Australia and celebrating the New Year
in Sydney Harbour. Of course, it was their summer so that New Year for us was indeed
different in every way.

[Continued overleaf]
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[Continued from previous page]
Two weeks later we collected a campervan which
was to be our home for the next three weeks, in
Christchurch New
Zealand. The
experience of travelling in a campervan
was amazing, each
day was a new
adventure. The
scenery was
stunning wherever we travelled. New Zealand is
such a diverse country where differing landscapes are around every corner. One road
leads up mountain passes with hairpin bends
that remind you of a white-knuckle ride at Alton
Towers, then the next road takes you along the
sea at sunset or by a vast plain where huge flocks
of sheep are grazing and the empty road stretches
out for miles in front of you.
New Zealand offers the traveller a plethora of
experiences, like whale watching in Kaikora where
we saw a sperm whale and a humpback whale; we
saw glaciers in Franz Joseph country and
experienced sulphur lakes and thermal springs near Rotorua. And our trusty campervan,
which we named Millie, kept us safe from the elements and never let us down.
Whilst staying in a rather remote area of Arthurs Pass, we
found ourselves without a Catholic Church to go to for
Sunday Mass. So Howard came up with the brilliant idea of
logging on to St. Lawrence webcam at 7:30am Sunday
morning our time and we were transported to Sidcup St.
Lawrence for the 6:30pm Mass on Saturday; it made me feel
quite homesick! It was lovely to see Fr. John back, and what
a great idea to install the webcam. It must be a lifeline to
many people around the world.
Our time in New Zealand came to an end in Auckland when
we flew back to Hong Kong for a two-day explore, then back
home to Blighty in February where the temperature was at
least 20˚ colder!
We had waited for over 40 years for our Gap Year of ‘six weeks’ (no bungee jumping,
falling out of aeroplanes or glacier walking for us) but it was well worth the wait. Where
to next?

Page 36

SUMMER 2019

Prayerful Talk
Saves Lives
By Hilary Brown
__________________

praying in pairs and confidentiality.

Hello everyone!
One of the great things about ‘Churches
Together in Sidcup’ events is you get to
know fellow-Christians from other
churches – and if you wear an unusual
sweatshirt (as I did above) you might be
asked to write about it!
When at the Christian conference ‘Spring
Harvest’ a couple of years ago, I noticed you
could buy garments printed with various
statements. I chose ‘Prayerful talk saves
lives’ – not only as a clever twist on
‘Careless talk costs lives’, but also because it
sums up my ministry.

More recently I have been attending the
monthly Lark Life training put on by New
Generation Church for ‘Lark in the Park’
volunteers, to learn more about listening to
God and “going deeper”.
I am also a Street Pastor - we patrol the
Broadway late at night to talk with and help
anyone who wants to engage, whether
party-goer and/or in some kind of need. We
don’t push church, but talking and sometimes offering to pray for people makes a
critical difference.

When I was a teen-ager, I went to talk with
one of the
mothers in my church.
‘...spontaneous
As I got up from her
and natural
kitchen
prayer had a
table to leave, she
stopped me and said profound impact
on me’
‘Let me just pray for
Back in the 1980s at a Spring Harvest
you before you go’.
meeting, we were encouraged to pray for
other people there to receive more of God’s That spontaneous and natural prayer had a
Holy Spirit. I didn’t feel very confident; I profound impact on me, and I feel she
realised I wanted to come alongside people passed on the baton of prayer to me.
and pray for/with them.
Let me pass it onto you, too!
Then my church (Sidcup Baptist) started a
Hilary is an Occupational Therapist and
Prayer Ministry team to pray with people
works in Bexley Social Services. She is a past
after the services. We have training, and
Chair of Churches Together in Sidcup.
follow good practice guidelines such as
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0ut!
Message clear enough? Summer’s here - time to embrace life beyond the
front door and start filling up the diary with ‘must do’ fun things! A few
suggestions...

BEXLEY PHOENIX CHOIR

Evening concert at St. Lawrence’s on:

Saturday, 27th July, at 8pm
Tickets £8; Students £5; Schoolchildren free
Includes glass of wine/soft drink at interval
Contact Jill Martin for tickets: email jillmartin@greatpeter.net
Mobile 07831 201933
PART OF PROCEEDS TO ST. LAWRENCE CHARITABLE FUND (SLCF)

BIG BARBICAN ADVENTURE:
A do-it-yourself adventure trail for families
[Suitable for children aged 6+, parents & grandparents]
Until 29th June at Barbican Centre*
“Set off to discover the secrets of the Barbican through
cryptic clue solving, drawing and games.” Pick up free trail
kit from Information Desk (Mezzanine Floor, Level M).
Minimum of 1hr required to complete trail (wear
comfortable shoes as trail involves both indoor and outdoor locations).
For those who complete trail and crack the code, there
may be a reward at the end!
*Silk Street, London EC2Y 8DS
www.barbican.org.uk/020 7638 8891

The 16th
original
Cornbury Music Festival
5th - 7th July
The Great Tew Park,
Oxfordshire
Summer entertainment
with music, country fair,
farmers’ market, dance
floor, food and much more!
cornburymusicfestival.com
Ticket hotline: 0844 249 1000
Customer Services:
customerservice@eventim.co.uk,
or 0333 344 6250
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FILM REVIEW
By Alan Pavelin
—————————

FILMS ABOUT JOAN OF ARC
Next year sees the centenary of the canonisation of Joan of
Arc, the young peasant girl who, guided by visions of saints,
led the French army against the English, and was burnt at the
stake for heresy in 1431. At least 15 films have been made
about her, more than practically any other historical figure.
Most of the films cover her military exploits as well as her trial
and execution, but the most acclaimed one, The Passion of
Joan of Arc, made in the silent era (1928), covers the trial and
execution only. Joan is played by Maria Falconetti (right) in
her only film role, incredibly moving and expressive. For many
years the film’s original negative was thought lost, until it
miraculously turned up in a mental hospital in Norway! A later French film, The Trial of
Joan of Arc, made in 1960, covers similar ground; both are based on the actual transcript
of the trial.
As a child I recall seeing Ingrid Bergman, armour-clad and on horseback, in the Hollywood
version of the story, simply called Joan of Arc. The only other one I have seen is a fourhour version (in two separate parts) called Jeanne la Pucelle (Joan the Maid), with the
leading French actress Sandrine Bonnaire, taking the unusual approach of concentrating
on the long intervals between the battles, which sounds boring but isn’t. But for real
emotional and spiritual power you can’t beat The Passion of Joan of Arc, the silent film
mentioned above. You can see it free on You Tube, though without music
accompaniment. The DVD has appropriate music.
A word about Roma, which won the “best film” award in this year’s BAFTA, though just
missed out for the Oscar. This loving recreation of the director’s childhood in Mexico City,
centred on the live-in maid, her love for the children, and her faithful service despite
several traumatic episodes, was described by the former Bishop of Oxford, the film
enthusiast Richard Harries, as the best film for years. The cinematography, for which it
won both BAFTA and Oscar awards, is truly stunning. At the time of writing you can only
see it on Netflix.
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GARDEN SERVICES
ALL GARDEN WORK UNDERTAKEN
Mowing and strimming
Borders weeded and cultivated
All-year-round tidy-ups
Overgrown gardens cleared
Hedges trimmed and reduced
Driveway and patio cleaning
No job too small. Free quotes & advice.

Contact: Gary on (Mobile): 07721410166

HOWE MAXTED GROUP LTD
INSURANCE BROKERS

& INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS

17 Hatherley Road
Sidcup, Kent DA14 4BP
Tel: 020 8309 1717
Fax: 020 8300 3167
Email: enquiries@howemaxted.co.uk

Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority
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