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Jesus Christ
in the Homeless
HOMELESS JESUS
A SCULPTURE BY TIMOTHY SCHMALZ
THIS CHALLENGING STATUE DEPICTS JESUS AS A HOMELESS PERSON
SLEEPING ON A PARK BENCH
His face and hands are obscured, hidden under a blanket, but crucifixion
wounds on His feet reveal His true identity.
It has been described as a “visual translation” of the Gospel of St. Matthew
passage in which Jesus tells His disciples,
“As you did it to one of the least of my brothers, you did it to Me.”
_____________________________
[Statue installed at the Jesuit Church of the Immaculate Conception, Farm Street]
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Dear Readers,
You will be reading this winter issue of the
‘Voice’ as it comes out on the second Sunday
of Advent, which is also Bible Sunday. Being
the “waiting” season, the prevailing theme is
one of having to prepare ourselves for a lifechanging event that is soon to happen.
It is this ‘preparedness’ so we are not taken
by surprise that dominates every aspect of
our lives, whether we tend to be “control
freaks” or have a laissez-faire attitude. Bible
Sunday is an apt reminder of the ‘Year of the
God who Speaks (2020)’ where, more importantly, we need to be a people that listens.

In preparing for any undertaking great care is
taken because it tends to matter personally:
read in this issue reports of people marching/
walking for life (others as well as their own),
making a great leap of faith into the Faith,
persisting with the belief that a holy relic is
not a fake, and dealing with a volcano that
bursts into life after 350 years!
Prayer underpins every activity and there is a
strong focus on this gift in this issue. It is our
prayer, therefore, that the waiting for all of us
will be rewarded by the birth of the Wonderful-Counsellor and Prince of Peace.
Merry Christmas and a happy New Year!
1st May: Deadline for
Summer 2020 issue

We accept letters by post (c/o Parish
Joan Coles
Sheila Pereira
Office, 1 Hamilton Road, Sidcup DA15 7HB,
020 8309 5110
020 8309 5913
marked The ‘Voice’), or email to either of
joancoles 32@gmail.com sml.33ba@gmail.com the addresses (shown left). Please include
your name, address (postal and email),
and telephone contact details.
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HARVEST AT ST. PETER CHANEL
This year St. Peter Chanel collected their largest donation for harvest, which was over 550
items, all of which have been donated to our local food banks. Our collection is growing
more and more every year and the children are really invested in helping others through
the harvest collection.
The following are some quotes from the children about this activity: “We do it because if we were in a position where we had no food, we would like people to
have donated to the food bank so we could make use of it.”
“We are treating others how we
want to be treated. We have
the luxury of going home to
dinner every night as well as
other meals; other people
are not that fortunate.”
“We do harvest at school to
support our local neighbours
to have a better way of life,
those people who may be
struggling and really need
our love and care.”
“Harvest is so important
because we are all able to
have several meals a day and
others are not able to have a
full meal a day. So, it’s our way
of respecting others.”
“It is sad to think that people in our area don’t all have the same luxuries we have, so it is
good to be able to help and support these people.”
Miss McGrath
R.E. Leader
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ST. LAWRENCE’S PARISH NOTICES
‘CLAIMING FOR CHRIST’

Baptised in the Name of the Father, the Son
and the Holy Spirit

Albert John Tutt
Benjamin Branco-Gromann
Ciara Torrance
James William Payne
Rosie Eva Kate Groom
Darcey Jiali Richards
Irene Udenka
Léna-Marie Evie Dunkley
Alexander Lucas Minas
Nevaeh Olivia Graimes
Riley Joshua Naylor
Arthur Musiime Aryaija

02.06.2019
09.06.2019
15.06.2019
23.06.2019
23.06.2019
29.06.2019
29.06.2019
30.06.2019
06.07.2019
07.07.2019
13.07.2019
20.07.2019

Harry Beazley
Ava Hope Dakin
Oliver Michael Smith
Celcia Laruni Labeja
Connor John McColl-Finucane
Emmie Maria Essenhigh
Elliott James Oudot
Caitlin Eleanor Toal
Asher Munalhimso Uduhirinwa
Edward James Simmons-Brine
Aoife Carmel Violet Howlett

03.08.2019
10.08.2019
25.08.2019
28.09.2019
28.09.2019
06.10.2019
06.10.2019
12.10.2019
13.10.2019
19.10.2019
09.11.2019

WEDDINGS
What God has joined together let no man
put asunder

Michael Jason Delaney & Bridget Teresa Wall were married on: 12.06.2019
Kevin Kelly & Clair Kelly - convalidation:

03.08.2019
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ALWAYS ROOM—FOR ALL
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God,
and trust in me. There are many rooms in my
Father’s house; if there were not, I should have told
you. I am going now to prepare a place for you, and
after I have gone and prepared you a place, I shall
return to take you with me so that you may be
where I am, too.”
[John 14: 1-3]

REST IN PEACE
















Anthony Joseph Roberts
Dorothy Frances Carroll
Noel Francis Paul McGuinness
Marie Frances Gurhy
Michael Edward Hembrough
Margaret Frances Storer
Nuala Mary Carmel Callaghan
Kazimiera Slonecki
Jean Mitchell
Cornelius Joseph Twomey
Andrew de Lord
Petrit Kacurri
David Martin Murphy
Mary Byrne
Anthony Cornelius “Tony” Driscoll

27.05.2019
02.06.2019
08.06.2019
18.06.2019
30.06.2019
12.07.2019
14.07.2019
19.07.2019
25.07.2019
28.07.2019
03.08.2019
24.08.2019
03.09.2019
02.10.2019
11.10.2019



W
A
L
N
U
T
S
Café
____________
107 Main Rd,
Sidcup,
DA14 6ND
020 8300 5577
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NEW ARCHBISHOP FOR SOUTHWARK
“I rely totally on the Holy Spirit to guide my new ministry…”
We join our prayers in welcome at the appointment by Pope Francis on
10th June of our new Archbishop, The Most Reverend John Wilson
(left), who was installed in St. George’s Cathedral, Southwark, on
25th July (feast of St. James the Apostle).

We also give thanks for the loyal and dedicated service of his predecessor, Archbishop Peter Smith. May his retirement be a long,
happy and fulfilling one!
________________________________________
ST. LAWRENCE CHARITABLE FUND DINNER
Support for the fundraising dinner held on
22nd June which raised...

£
for the Fund was much appreciated.
[That’s £1,191 for those who don’t know
their carrots from their tomatoes!]

Urgent need for
2020 volunteers
Bexley Winter Shelter, a registered charity,
provides warmth, nourishment and compassion
in the coldest months (January to March) to
Bexley’s homeless men.
The charity is currently in desperate need of
women and men who are willing to give up a
few hours a week to serve and help their guests.
Mandatory training session required to be
completed in order to be able to volunteer.
Contact details:
Tel: 07907 088546
Email: volunteer@bexleywintershelter.org.uk

Friday,
2nd August
Overwhelmed by the numerous cards
(including Mass cards) and gifts in
celebration of their Golden Wedding
Anniversary, the grateful couple
offered a Mass in thanksgiving for all
the love and support shown to them,
not just on their special day but over
the years as well.

THE SAINTS GO MARCHING IN
Blessed John Henry Newman along
with four others (Mother Mariam
Thresia, Mother Giuseppina Vannini,
Sister Dulce Lopes Pontes and
Margarita Bays) was canonised in
Rome by Pope Francis on Sunday, 13th
October.
LET IT BE DONE UNTO ME
A five-week DVD presentation about
Mary, the Mother of Jesus. Started
on 18th October (2pm & 7pm), and
held in the large upper room (St.
Lawrence Community Centre).
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The Repository shop in the St. Lawrence Community Centre*

THE REPOSITORY
Still time to stock up on...
*Open on
Sunday mornings after the
8.30am Mass
until midday

Christmas as well as non-Christmas stock available. Check out
the varied and exciting range, and also enjoy a cup of tea - or
coffee (with biscuits!) - while you browse!
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If you can
stand the
heat, you’re in
charge of the
barbecue!

One’s just
as good,
thanks!

St. Lawrence’s Voice
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THE YEAR OF THE WORD: THE GOD WHO SPEAKS
By Mary Mather

_____________
Dr. Adrian Graffy
(left), former Dean of
Studies at St. John’s
Seminary, Wonersh,
and a member of the
Vatican Commission
that takes a lead in
Biblical scholarship, is
now the parish priest
of Christ The Eternal
High Priest in Gidea
Park, Essex. This church, which frequently
hosts study days given by very eminent
speakers, now has an exciting programme of
biblical study days (see next page).
Armed with this programme and with some
trepidation about our ignorance of all things
biblical, a small group set out on a very rainy
Saturday morning on a mini-pilgrimage
across the Dartford Bridge to Essex, to learn
about Genesis. We found warm welcome
and an audience of over 100 people,
including one of our former parish priests,
now Bishop Alan Williams. The Book of
Genesis has 50 chapters, we spent the day
studying just two: Genesis chapters 2 and 3.
We learned that there are two accounts of
creation with different names for God. The
first is in Genesis 1, the second in Genesis 23. They are significantly different. In Genesis
1, God creates in seven days the vastness of
the cosmos. Man and woman are created
simultaneously and commanded to “fill the
earth and subdue it.” However, even though
we might be the majestic masters of
creation, we also experience loneliness and a
need for relationships.
In Genesis 2, God took time to breathe life
into the first human, shaping him with His

own hands from “the dust of the earth.” In
this account, God wants man to have the
dignity of work ordering him to “preserve the
garden”, a powerful message for our ailing
planet. This God cares about man’s
loneliness. He creates the first woman.
He watches, in exasperation, as the first
human couple commit the first sin. The
mystery of why sin entered the world will
always be a struggle for Christians but there
is no doubt that sin changes the human
experience. Despite their sin, God then
robes the man and the woman with
garments of skin, so that they will not go
naked into the world. This is the God, not of
creation, but of love. Creation of things is
relatively easy; the creation of relationships is very hard.
It was still raining when we returned home
after a challenging and enlightening day. If
we had been tempted to think that a very
ancient creation story was not relevant to a
scientific age, we would have been wrong. If
this is what just two chapters of the Bible
could teach us, we need a lot more! If you
would like to join us in our future
“pilgrimages to Essex”, we would be happy
to car-share*.

Mary (red blouse) and Fabiola Mestriner
*Contact co-editor, Sheila Pereira
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Don’t miss out on the opportunity to learn more, grow deeper in faith and
make new friends. See below for 2020 timetable of events at Gidea Park...
Year of the God who Speaks (2020)
Events held at the Catholic Church of Christ the Eternal High Priest,
Gidea Park (RM2 6DH)
Wednesdays, 22nd and 29th January, at 7pm
The Gospel of Matthew: Fr. Adrian Graffy

Saturday, 29th February, 10.30am - 3pm
John among the Gospels: Fr. Victor Darlington (St. John’s Seminary, Wonersh)
Wednesdays, 11th, 18th and 25th March, at 7pm
The Great Johannine Gospels : Fr. Adrian Graffy
Saturday, 9th May, 10.30am - 3pm
My Passion for the Bible: Dannie Firth (Wednesday Word) and
Esperança Amill-Rocamora (Biblical Association of Catalonia)
Saturday, 20th June, 10.30am - 3pm
Why bother with the Old Testament?: Prof Nuria Calduch Benages
(Pontifical Biblical Institute, Pontifical Biblical Commission)
Saturday, 24th October, 10.30am - 3pm
The Joy of the Gospel: Fr. Timothy Radcliffe OP (Blackfriars, Oxford)
____________________________
Admission free. Please book by email to GPstudydays@gmail.com or by phone to 01708
449914. Light refreshments provided. Please bring your own lunch on study days. Local eateries
available. Easy access by road from the M25 and Gallows Corner. Ample free parking at the
church. Three minutes’ walk from Gidea Park station. Easy connections by TfL to Stratford,
Liverpool St., Brentwood and Shenfield. Check Greater Anglia website for service alterations.

“It is not only the
‘Year of the God who Speaks’
but the
‘Year of Us who Listen’”
Where to find a great variety of
topics related to the Christian
faith all under one roof?
Where else, but at...

www.whatgoodnews.org

Fr. Adrian Graffy

For services and events in
Southwark diocese, please visit:
http://www.rcsouthwark.co.uk/2
020Word.htm#SE_Area
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Holiday Rental

GARDEN SERVICES
ALL GARDEN WORK UNDERTAKEN
Mowing and strimming
Borders weeded and cultivated
All-year-round tidy-ups
Overgrown gardens cleared
Hedges trimmed and reduced
Driveway and patio cleaning
No job too small. Free quotes & advice.
Contact: Gary on (Mobile): 07721 410166

St. Lawrence’s Voice
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CHURCHES TOGETHER IN SIDCUP (CTiS)
FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Civic Carol Service. Sunday, 8 December, 4pm at St. John’s Church, Church Road. All
welcome.
Carol singing at Waitrose (NOT Morrisons). Saturday, 14 December, 11am-12noon. Come
along and join us in celebrating the festive season in song.
Unity Service. Sunday, 19 January 2020, at St. Lawrence’s Church. The theme is
‘UNUSUAL KINDNESS’ prepared by the churches in Malta. All welcome to attend.
Next General Meeting. Tuesday, 3 December, 7.45 for 8pm at New Community Church,
Station Road. All welcome.
Finally, for the latest news and information, don’t forget to visit the new-look website at:
sidcupchurch.org.uk.

BEXLEY DEANERY DEVELOPING WORLD
By Susan Grace
_____________________
As mentioned earlier in the year, we had two outstanding projects: one to provide basic
equipment to an orphanage in Andhra Pradesh, India, the other to aid renovations to a
priest’s house/community area in Lira Diocese, Uganda. I am pleased to say we have now
funded these projects.
In early October the group met to discuss 11 possible projects for the coming year. We
have identified eight of them as suitable for funding. They range from mosquito nets,
through support for building projects to stocking a fish farm and a chicken farm.
These projects are in areas from Ghana to Sierra Leone and on to Zambia. We hope to
help the local communities become self-sufficient with work, health improvements and
clean water.
It is hoped to have fundraising events at St. Lawrence’s in the New Year; in the meantime,
please do not forget the box at the back of the church.
Thank you for your support.
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Your local handyman for
Tiling-Plumbing-Painting
Decorating-fencing-patios-paving-decking
All types of work undertaken - no job too small
Free no-obligation quotations
Tel: 07971 010223

COLLETT OPTICIANS
“Eye care for the Whole Family”
UK Eye Care Practices of the Year 1995
UK Contact Lens Practice of the Year 1996





Eye examinations, including diabetic and glaucoma
examinations
All types of contact lenses, VDU screening
Children’s eye care from Babies to Teens

Branches at:
 103 Main Road, Sidcup, Kent DA14 6ND
[Tel: 020 8300 3222]


43 Passey Place, Eltham, London SE9 5DA
[Tel: 020 8850 3415]

St. Lawrence’s Voice
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‘Voices’ that Speak…: Be Inspired by All and in All

PILLOW TALK...
Life is short


Forgive
quickly



Kiss slowly



Love truly
And never
regret
anything

SMILE
and the
world
SMILES
with you
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HOME-I L Y
“The purpose of the homily is not to impart information, it is for
TRANSFORMATION”
[Taking the priest’s words home for reflection]
Key messages from several homilies to reflect upon...
“Who are we in the parable of the Prodigal Son?”
Are we ‘Cautious Christians’? If so, we could easily
end up like the elder son who was so bitter of
heart and morally uncompromising, that he
couldn’t truly enjoy the generosity of his father.
For this son, forgiveness had to be earned rather
than freely received.
We need the courage to look within ourselves and
consider whether our lives are really about love or
simply defending virtues and fears. Do we persist
in standing “outside”, determined not to
participate in the celebrations, or do we dare
enter and join in the joy of our Father’s love?
[15/9/19: 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time; Fr. Ola]
Pray continually and never lose heart…
Three influences that determine our
persistence in prayer:
1. “Yes!”, God answers our prayer [we carry on];
2. “Wait!”, God says we are not ready and to wait
for the appointed time [hesitate and begin to
falter?];
3. “No!”, no elaboration needed! [Here we need to
be careful not to allow our selfish egos to
destroy us because we don’t get what we want.]
11.11.11
Also, today being World Mission Day, our call as
Christians is to be missionary-minded. Our prayer
should therefore be for God’s strength and
inspiration to be everyday witnesses to the
Gospel values.

“Now he is God, not of the dead, but
of the living; for to him all men are
in fact alive.”
[Luke 20: 38]

[20/10/19: 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time;
Fr. Augustine]

[Poppy collage depicted in “shield”
designed by children at St Lawrence]

[10/11/19: 32nd Sunday in Ord. Time -

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY]

St. Lawrence’s Voice
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C. H. R. I. S. T.
Chr istian Hope Rests In Solidar ity To-

W.I.N.G.S.
[Women In God’s Service]
PRAYER, & THE POWER OF PRAYING WITH OTHERS
The Good Friday ‘Walk of Witness’ held earlier this year bore fruit in lots of different ways,
one of which was to make possible an encounter that was to result in giving us a speaker for
the third meeting of the women’s discipleship group here at St. Lawrence’s. And so it was
on a warm Thursday evening on 18th July, that we gathered in the Large Upper Room at the
Community Centre, eager to get going.
W.I.N.G.S. was very happy that Hilary Brown (featured in our latest Summer issue) agreed to
come and share with us her experience of belonging to her church’s (Sidcup Baptist Church)
Prayer Ministry Team. Hence, the topic: Prayer, & The Power Of Praying With Others. In our
desire to grow deeper in faith, we can sometimes ignore - or take for granted - the very
obvious tool(s) to help us do so. Our intimate gathering of nine was challenged (in a very
positive way) by that wonderfully powerful tool called prayer as Hilary so engagingly and
passionately went about showing.
First of all, a question to start off the meeting: What did we think was meant by ‘Prayer
Ministry’? The responses in the main were from women who said they were Eucharistic
Ministers and used to belong to prayer groups where they’d meet in each other’s houses for
reflection and discussion but, for various reasons, these meetings were discontinued. Once
we had finished sharing our replies to her question, Hilary commented how the group had
interpreted Prayer Ministry to be Prayer Meetings. So, what is the real meaning of ‘Prayer
Ministry’?
“Prayer ministry is actually praying with people for people”, Hilary said in ‘...actually
response. “It is not just going away to pray for them or remembering them praying with
in their absence but actually praying with them,” she continued. As we all people for
know, the simplest way to pray for people is to ask God to bless them. In
people.’
this context, Hilary explained that when she and her team engage in prayer
ministry, they spend some time in getting alongside the person: listening to them, first of all,
and then thanking God for them and, finally, bringing their particular situation/circumstances before God. In the course of praying with the individual, the prayer leader might share with that person what they feel God is saying to them, for example, ‘I wonder
if God is saying such-and-such…’ By bringing an added interpretation or even a different
viewpoint, the individual being prayed for gets to appreciate their prayer request from
different angles and, hopefully, whatever burden they are carrying feels considerably lighter.
[Continued on Page 22]
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CHILDREN’S MASS
At the 10.00am Mass on Sundays, during school term time, the children are
offered a Children’s Liturgy. After the first hymn and welcome from Fr. John,
the children are invited forward and then proceed out of Mass by the catechists
to the St. Lawrence Community Centre (SLCC). Here they can learn about the
Gospel stories in ways suited to their age and needs.
7-year-olds and younger
Large upper room in SLCC
(Parents are welcome to attend with pre-school children, if necessary, where
they can participate in the Liturgy of the Word with their children.)
All the Catechists are CRB-checked
Parishioners who would like to volunteer as a catechist are always welcome.
Please contact Fr. John.

St. Lawrence’s Voice
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ST. LAWRENCE’S ROMAN CATHOLIC
PARISH CHURCH DIRECTORY
Presbytery & Parish Office:
1 Hamilton Road, Sidcup, DA15 7HB
Tel:

020 8300 2480

E-mail office:

sidcup@rcaos.org.uk

Parish website: www.stlsidcup.org

Deacon:

Rev. Peter Varnes

Parish Priest:

Fr. John Diver

Secretary:

Mrs. Bridget Edwards

SERVICES
Sunday Masses:
6.30pm (Sat Vigil), 8.30, 10.00 & 11.30am
Weekday Masses:
Mon - Sat 9.30am
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
Wed 10.00am - 12noon & 5.00 - 7.00pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Sat after 9.30am Mass, 11.00am - 12noon, 6.00 - 6.30pm, and at call
Benediction:
1st Friday of the month, following half-hour Adoration after 9.30am Mass
Rosary: Sat 9.00am
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ST. LAWRENCE’S PARISH CHURCH DIRECTORY (continued)
PARISH COUNCIL TEAM
(Correspondence with Councillors via the suggestion box in the back of church)
Fr. John Diver
Rev. Peter Varnes, Deacon
Marie O’Grady-Hills
Kevin Dadswell

Doris Afreh
Fabiola Mestriner
Derek Ferris
Mike Crowhurst

MINISTRIES
Sacristan:
Altar Servers:
Extraordinary Ministers of
Holy Communion:
Home Visits for Holy Communion:
Welcomers:
Readers:
Choir & Instrumentalists:
Flowers:
Parish Library:
The Repository (missals, cards):

Angela Ejaife
Parish Team
Peter Varnes
Gabrielle Grant
Pam Dennis
8309 0439
Jill Martin
8302 7263
Denise Baldwin 8300 4984
Caron Tragheim 07505 617607
Anne Maxted
8300 1215
Mary Townsend 8302 1155
Open (in the hall) after 8.30am &
10.00am Masses on Sundays

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION CO-ORDINATORS
First Communion:
Confirmation:
Marriage Preparation:
Baptismal Programme:
Please contact the Parish Office for further details
020 8300 2480
Children’s Liturgy (age 0 – 7):

Wendy Boyle

QUEEN MARY’S HOSPITAL
RC Chaplain
Holy Communion Co-ordinator:

Fr. John Diver
John Wilsdon

St. Lawrence’s Voice
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ST. LAWRENCE’S PARISH CHURCH DIRECTORY (continued)
CHRISTIAN UNITY
Churches Together in
Sidcup (CTiS):

Phil Culbert

07460 316611

SAFEGUARDING CO-ORDINATORS FOR THE PARISH
(for the protection of children & vulnerable adults)
Mrs. Carolynn Briggs, Mrs. Kathy Rice, Ian Middleton
In emergency please ring: 07504 751239

ORGANISATIONS
100 Club:

Colin Bradbury

Deanery Developing World
Group:

Susan Grace

Marist Way:

Tom Baker

07719 338375

Mothers’ Prayers:

Heike Varnes
Monday 4.30pm

8300 5074

Joan Coles
Sheila Pereira

8309 5110
8309 5913

Parish Magazine Editors:

St. Lawrence Charitable Fund: Nick Wells
St. Lawrence’s Prayer Group: Tony Regan

8300 6656

SCHOOLS & HEAD TEACHERS
St. Peter Chanel (Primary):
CTK: St Mary’s:

Mrs. S. Gower, Head Teacher 8302 6029
(Christ the King College)
8309 4760
Shireen Razey, Associate Principal

YOUTH
Brownies (age 7-10):
Guides (age 10-14):

Rebecca Crisp
Kate McGranghan

07833 501196
07891 559419
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[Continued from Page 17]
Hilary shared with the group
how she got into prayer ministry: as a teenager, following
a conversation with one of
the mothers in her church,
‘...got us to
this lady offered to say a prayer with Hilary before she left.
practise
Praying spontaneously was
what she
not something Hilary was
preached…!’
used to but feels that through
this first interaction she was
(From left): Lucille Gaunt, Sue Martyn, Bernadette Dowswell,
given a precious gift, one
Barbara Lukover, Mandy Bridges, Mary Wells, Gabrielle Grant,
which she has been able to
Christine Kitchen and Hilary Brown
share with other people. At
the same time, Hilary emphasised that she was not lessening the important discipline of
praying regularly for people but this type of spontaneous in-the-moment type of praying is
what she feels God is enabling her to do.
Hilary got us to practise what she preached! - praying spontaneously by splitting us into
groups of three. Each one would take it in turns to bring their prayer requests before the
other two, who in turn would respond with their immediate thoughts. Initially, the exercise
felt very awkward because it meant trusting and “opening” up - not exactly to strangers as
these were fellow parishioners - but laying oneself open to sharing information best
thought be kept private. However, in the act of sharing, there is humility and a real desire
to be blessed in whatever way this came about. Personally speaking, it was so encouraging
and reaffirming to receive prayers from my group members because each one interpreted
the request in their own unique way and therefore the supplications they put before God
were also unique - ergo, the power of spontaneous prayer that Hilary was talking about!
Prayer ministry like any other service has rules, however. These were, as Hilary explained:
not automatically putting hands on people before first asking them if it was all right to do
so; praying with preferably two prayer ministers being present and respecting
confidentiality but not if this compromises any of the individuals in any way at all.

As the evening progressed, Hilary explained her role as a Street Pastor, the Larklife training
course she attends [see: www.larklife.org.uk; 020 8309 6056] and shared various Scriptural
passages that affirmed the prayer theme of the evening (James 5:16, ‘The earnest prayer of
a righteous man has great power and wonderful results.’). Lest we doubt, Hilary
reassuringly said, “Be encouraged: God can use our mistakes.”
W.I.N.G.S. is very grateful to Hilary for the inspiring evening spent in her company. As she
promised she would do, Hilary has certainly passed on the baton of prayer to us which we,
in turn, promise to pass on to others…
Sr. Magdalen Lawler SND was our next guest
Sheila Pereira

speaker (26th November). This event will be
reported on in our summer 2020 issue.
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100TH ANNIVERSARY IN 2020
We will mark this anniversary in the parish by holding an afternoon of tea, coffee,
cakes and talk in the parish hall on,



Saturday, 6th June 2020, from 2 - 4pm

This event will help to highlight the vital work undertaken by KAB in the local
community and hospitals. Other parishes of the deanery will be invited to attend
and help ensure an informative and pleasurable afternoon.
Please spread the word!
Parish Contact:
John Wilsdon
Via the Presbytery
(1 Hamilton Road, Sidcup, Kent DA15 7HB; Tel: 020 8300 2480)

Letter to the Editors:
WREN-dering Service

Thanks so much for the newsy Summer ‘ Voice’ and particularly for its
beautifully designed cover. I was in the WRNS [Women’s Royal Naval
Service] in the 1950s and loved the reminder of those days.
I sent a copy of the ‘Voice’ to my cousin in Yorkshire and, as an ex-Signals
Wren, she also appreciated the memory. For some years now she has
been a Benedictine nun in Stanbrook Abbey. She enjoys reading the news
from St. Lawrence’s when I send her the ‘Voice’.
Freda Basley
Sidcup DA15 7NL
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MARCH FOR LIFE UK
Lifefest 19
By Judith Gait*
______________
This year's annual March for Life UK and Lifefest was an amazing event - the growing
concern and awareness about abortion in the UK has made this year's event attended by
the largest audience yet. I came up to London the day before the event as I was helping to
register persons as they came into the venue. What surprised me was the number of
persons attending from quite distant places: Gibraltar, Liverpool, Manchester, Birmingham
and Scotland. What also delighted me was the number of young persons who gave up their
Saturday to come to the talks and march.
This year's speakers were so inspirational! I remember particularly Obanuju Ekeocha who
reminded the assembled crowd when we reached Parliament Square that at first William
Wilberforce was ridiculed for his vision of seeing the human person in the lives of slaves;
this is the parallel: that we see the human person in the lives of those unborn.

Another speaker, Melissa Obden, was the survivor of an abortion attempt. She had been
left to die, but a nurse had heard her very weak cries and took her to the Neonatal Intensive
Care Unit in the hospital. Her story highlights something often hidden away and not brought
out in public discussion.
Another remarkable witness to the power of love came from Jeff and Jennifer Christe, a
husband-and-wife team, who spoke about how Jennifer conceived a child in a brutal rape
which left her nearly dead and with lasting epilepsy.
I hope this brief report will incentivise you to attend next year's ‘March for Life UK’. It was a
joyful, informative and thought-provoking day.
For more details, contact March For Life UK on: march4lifeuk@gmail.com
*Judith Gait (artist and pro-lifer) was first featured in our Summer 2018 issue when she
introduced us to a would-be-father (‘Father X’) whose baby was aborted, and the “hidden
limbo of fatherless longing” he endured as a result.
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JOINING THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
By Jenny Munden
_______________

‘C

radle Catholic’? Not exactly, but my journey into a church
that has sustained me – cradled, even – has been one I don’t
regret if my belonging to it for the past 40 years is anything to go by.
I grew up in Woolwich, one of six: three boys and three girls. We moved to Eltham when
I was nine and I went to school at Middle Park Primary in Eltham, then Eltham Green
Comprehensive (now Harris Academy). Religion and faith, I felt, were always there in
the background – a routine to be adopted but never a ‘personal calling’. The Church of
England was the faith I was brought up in though my participation mainly involved
attending the local Sunday School. Since my mother often suffered through ill-health
when I was a child, sadly, I was never baptised. However, this limbo in faith was all to
change when love came calling!
My husband, Gregory, who I married when I was 24, was from an Irish Catholic family.
Although he had lapsed by that time, through our union I was invited to embrace
“unity” in all sorts of different ways, especially with this new faith that seemed to be
adopting me – rather than the other way around. Adopt the Catholic faith I eventually
did as I decided to take instruction from my priest, Fr. John Chapman. This involved a
weekly one-to-one catechism instruction over a period of two months; I remember
feeling extremely nervous about confession, especially my First Confession!
My proudest and most memorable day was Saturday, 15th December 1979: after two
months of absorbing as much as I could about my new-found faith, I was finally able to
give witness to it. So it was that I was baptised, received First Holy Communion and was
Confirmed at St. Joseph’s Church in Woolwich on that December
‘guiding spirits, day which I shall never forget. It reminded me of a question I was
whose hands
once asked as to who my favourite role model was? Using the
were always on analogy of ‘three-in-one’, it is without doubt my godmother, friend
and Sponsor, Pat McClure (and her husband, Mike). They were the
my shoulder’
guiding spirits whose hands were always on my shoulder, nurturing
and encouraging me and who got me to the point where I was proudly able to confirm
my intention of belonging to the Catholic Church.
Ever since then I have become very involved in various church-led activities at
St. Lawrence, especially singing: I am a member of the choir (which I love!) and sing
mainly at the 10am Mass (as well as at funerals and weddings). Through it all I’ve made
some very good friends – an added bonus.
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My son and daughter were also brought up in the Catholic
Church, having been baptised as babies and making their First
Holy Communion. Having a live and practising faith brings into
even sharper focus, for me, the saying that is sometimes too
easily taken for granted, that of counting one’s blessings. As
mother (and grandmother to three – a 15-year-old and eightyear-old twins!), my immediate family and my ‘faith family’ give
me a sense of belonging that I have never felt before. Blessings?
Infinite doesn’t even begin to describe such a privilege.
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‘...give me a sense
of belonging that
I have never felt
before’

This privilege extends to other areas of my life as well: before I retired I was a Careers
Adviser for young people, helping them find college courses, apprenticeships and
employment. I really loved this job as it was so very rewarding.
Keeping body and soul in harmony is a challenge – sometimes easy, at others…well,
challenging! Having varied interests such as playing golf, table tennis, indoor bowls and
raising money for Cancer Research, is immensely satisfying on so many levels because
it confirms the symbiosis between having a faith and actively living it in the everydayness of life.
The Catholic Church, like me, has been on a journey. It has certainly evolved from the
early days when I started out and will, hopefully, continue to do so – in the right
direction. Issues such as the ordination of women into the priesthood, for example,
may not be so contentious or divisive: our girl altar servers are great (indeed, as all of
them are – both boys and girls) and it is wonderful to see them serving on the altar.
Similarly, why not women priests…?
Do I have any regrets? None! Converting to Catholicism was completely my choice and
it was the right one. It was – is – the only faith I want to follow.
________________________________________________

Jenny (left) at daughter’s wedding
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INSURANCE BROKERS & INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS

17 Hatherley Road
Sidcup, Kent DA14 4BP
Tel: 020 8309 1717
Fax: 020 8300 3167
Email: enquiries@howemaxted.co.uk

Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority
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“DAY OF PRAYER”
By Suneila Pereira
_______________
The beautiful and tranquil surroundings of
Ladywell Convent (see pictures on right), home to the
Franciscan Missionaries of the Divine Motherhood (FMDM) in
Godalming, Surrey, was the invitation to spend a day in prayer
and reflection, led by Fr. Gerard Flynn.
It was a small gathering of women who reflected and prayed
together, celebrated the Eucharist and were also given the
opportunity to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
We reflected on the Gospel and the encounter that Zacchaeus
had with Jesus. Here was a vertically challenged man (short!),
incredibly wealthy, despised and reviled by the community for
his profession as a tax collector and yet was one who had a
curiosity about this ‘Jesus’ and his message. Zacchaeus’ reward
was the promise of salvation because Jesus cut through the fog
of judgements and prejudice. His [Jesus’] was the assurance
that with God anything is possible, forgiveness is a gift for all
and that none of us is lost. What a great message of hope
and the certainty that we are each loved uniquely, no matter
what our status, and that we can all have our hearts
transformed at any time.

NOTE:
Ladywell Convent is currently undergoing
extensive refurbishment and is, therefore,
unavailable for residential use. However,
it is hoped that the monthly Days of Prayer
and Quiet Days for individuals will
continue as far as possible.
For further information, contact:
Ladywell Convent, Ashtead Lane,
Godalming, Surrey GU7 1ST.
Tel: 01483-419269
Email: anetagerikas@ladywell.org.uk
Website: fmdminternational.co.uk

We were also called to Fall in Love – “nothing
is more practical than finding God, than falling in Love in a quite absolute, final
way” [attributed to Fr. Pedro Arrupe, SJ;
(1907-1991)].
With the Church year drawing to a close,
there was opportunity to reflect on the reassurance of the hope that comes in the
person of Jesus Christ. It was also a call to
pray and remember those who have gone
before us and who live in eternal peace.
The gift of love is as simple as a smile. What
a lovely way to ‘pause’ the day in our busy
noisy lives and just remember…..
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ST. PATRICK, THE EMERALD ISLE OF THE CARIBBEAN
AND VOLCANIC DESTRUCTION!
Frank Savage (right), a parishioner of St. Lawrence’s, and a former
Governor of Montserrat, gave an after-dinner talk on 22nd June at
the invitation of the St. Lawrence’s Charitable Trust. The following
is an abridged version for those who were not able to attend the
talk.

“Montserrat is a small British Overseas Territory in the Caribbean,
with a strong Catholic heritage based upon Irish ancestry. It was
“discovered” by Christopher Columbus on 11 November 1493 and
named after the monastery of Santa Maria de Montserrate in
Spain, which is where St. Ignatius de Loyola subsequently founded
the Jesuit Order.
The first European settlers arrived in 1632 and were mainly former British and Irish
indentured servants who earlier had been forcefully transported to the British colonies to
serve periods of servitude for minor crimes. Thousands of Irish indentured servants had
initially been transported to St. Kitts but when their sentences were finished many chose to
move across to Montserrat to escape the overbearing rule of English Protestants. There,
they were not persecuted for their religion although initially they were still not permitted to
worship openly. The first Catholic priests to visit Montserrat had to disguise themselves as
fishermen but by the 1700s there were 2000 Catholics out of a population of 3500. In a
period of less than 50 years, Catholics on Montserrat no longer suffered persecution and
the first Catholic church was probably established by 1678. And in the process the island
became known as the Emerald Isle of the Caribbean because of its Irish “roots.” Today,
when you arrive in Montserrat you get a shamrock-shaped immigration stamp in your
passport to represent the Irish ancestry of Montserrat.
In around 1670 the first slaves from Africa were brought to the island to work the difficult
local conditions and by a century later there were over 10,000 African slaves in Montserrat.
On 17 March 1768 there was an abortive uprising of slaves against the predominately Irish
plantation owners resulting in the hastily arranged executions of nine of the ring leaders.
Montserrat celebrates a national holiday on 17 March to honour the slaves’ rebellion which
over time has become known as St. Patrick’s Day.
When the emancipation of slaves came to Montserrat between 1807 and 1838, freed slaves
had no surnames - merely adopted Christian names - and in consequence most of them
adopted the name of the plantation from which they were freed, hence the predominance
of Irish surnames. Many of the towns and villages in Montserrat are named after Irish
towns: Kinsale, Cork Hill, St. Patrick's, Galways, Sweeneys, etc., and around a quarter of
Montserratians have Irish surnames - Osborne, Irish, Farrell, and Roach among the many.
But as all freed slaves were required to become Protestants, therefore, the percentage of
Catholics dropped to around 10%.

St. Lawrence’s Voice

WINTER 2019

Page 31

Economic success on Montserrat was rarely above subsistence level and until the mid-1960s
was one of the poorest islands in the Caribbean. The island had tried a succession of cash
crops from sugar and rum, to tobacco, cotton and, finally, limes. Its economic fortunes
improved in the 1950s when the Government sold small plots to rich Americans who built
hundreds of impressive residential villas.
Montserrat has been hit by numerous natural disasters throughout its history - earthquakes,
hurricanes, floods and volcanic eruptions - possibly harder than any other Caribbean island.
When we arrived in July 1993, the first task was to complete the British Government’s £25m
aid programme to rebuild the capital, Plymouth, after the widespread destruction during
Hurricane Hugo in 1989. The economy was starting to boom and all looked rosy for just
about the first time in Montserrat’s history. Then on 19 July 1995, with little detectable
precursor activity, the Soufriere Hills volcano burst back into life after 350 years.

We were hit by three hurricanes in as
many weeks, which brought down all the
tents and other temporary structures but
after an evacuation of three weeks the
scientists advised that I could allow the
population to return to their homes.
However, early in December the scientists
found the emergence of magma domes
and I was again advised to evacuate the
population from the south of the island
resulting in us all spending our first of
many Christmases as refugees. The dome
growth then slowed permitting a return

[Continued on Page 39]

©Frank Savage

The volcano, which is located within four miles of the Capital and close to 80% of all the
critical infrastructure, including the airport, port, hospital and power station, escalated very
quickly and within six weeks I was advised by the international scientific team to evacuate
the majority of the population from Plymouth and the south to the comparative safety of the
north of the Island. Conditions in the
north were spartan with little infrastructure because of the rugged terrain
and as a result many Montserratians
were forced to sleep in their cars. A
British warship arrived and disembarked
around 180 Royal Marines and sailors to
set up temporary camps, and an RAF
Hercules aircraft delivered hundreds of
tons of humanitarian supplies into our
tiny airport.

Pyroclastic flow reaching the sea; white steam
clouds in the picture are a result of a boiling sea

Page 32

WINTER 2019

THE TURIN SHROUD - A MOST CONTEMPLATIVE RELIC
[PART ONE]

By Hugh Duncan
____________________________________

In the mid-fourteenth century, in the Champagne area of France, a holy relic turned up in
the hands of a knight, Geoffroy de Charny I and he claimed it was the burial cloth of
Christ. It is unknown how it came to be in his possession as he died soon after in the
battle of Poitiers in 1356. The cloth was passed on to the Dukes of Savoy and in 1983 it
was bequeathed to the Holy See, where it remains in the Cathedral of Turin to this day.
Normally the Shroud is hidden away but is exhibited from time to time - the last was in
2015. The next is expected to be in 2025. During an exhibition, the cloth is on show for
several months and as many as two million pilgrims file past in quiet contemplation.

Fig.1 The Shroud of Turin ©1978 Barrie M. Schwortz Collection, STERA, Inc.
The Turin Shroud is made of linen, just over 4 metres long and 1.1m wide (nearly 14ft by
4ft). See Fig. 1 above. The most obvious marks are the burn marks caused by a fire in
1532, visible as the two horizontal dark lines with several repair patches. There are also
four groups of burn holes along these lines from a previous, unrecorded fire. There are
water stain marks that appear as lozenge-shaped stains roughly next to the patches,
probably from an unrecorded problem of storage under humid conditions.
There is something much more interesting on the Turin Shroud than these marks. Look
between the burn lines. There is the faint image of the front and back of a man! The
image is known to be from a rapid oxidation of the topmost fibrils of the linen (and not a
painting), but it is still not known what caused this to happen. Autopsy scientists agree
that the man has the appearance of someone who has died as a result of being crucified.
[Continued overleaf]
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[Continued from previous page]
Observe the image closely. There are several flows of real human blood:





down the arms from wounds in the wrists. Note there are no thumbs!
from an oval wound in the chest. The wound matches the size of a Roman spear.
from several points round the top of the head, as if from sharp points, like needles.
from the heel of a blooded foot. Like the wrists, this wound is consistent with limbs
being nailed to a cross during crucifixion.

Look at his back and even his legs and chest - they are covered with over a hundred little
dumbbell wounds. Their shapes match up with injuries from a first century Roman whip.
They even appear in two sets, as if two different people administered the punishment,
one from the left, the other from the right.
These observations are based on the major visual clues. In Part Two we will see evidence
from the less obvious details, which add further support to the idea that the Turin Shroud
is the burial cloth of Christ.
[END OF PART ONE. PART TWO TO BE FEATURED IN SUMMER 2020 ISSUE.]
PRESENTATION AT ST. LAWRENCE’S ON
THE SHROUD OF TURIN
By David Rolfe
On a somewhat chilly Tuesday evening (12th November), many had gathered in the
Main Hall to hear international BAFTA-winning producer/director, David Rolfe’s account
of this burial cloth that has challenged and fascinated for as long as it has been in
existence.
Mr. Rolfe produced evidence and research to back his assertion that the Shroud is real
to counter the view by some that it is a medieval forgery. This negative perception is
challenged by Mr. Rolfe, who in his role as editor of the “Shroud” newsletter brings to
his readership a varied and challenging array of articles that attest to the authenticity of
this 2000-year-old ‘miracle’. Why did it have to be a 2000-year-old one? Maybe Jesus
wanted it that way.
For more information, contact: The British Society for the Turin Shroud
Circulation enquiries to Brenda & Stuart Benton; Email: circulation@bstsnewsletter.com
Hugh Duncan grew up in south-east London and attended St Mary’s Sidcup when it was a
boy’s grammar school. Many of his teachers were Marist priests from St. Lawrence. He
gained a degree in astronomy from UCL and became a physics teacher in 1981. He has
been teaching at the International School of Nice for the last 30 years. He pops back to the
Sidcup area for a month each summer, so is a part-time member of the parish. Over 20
years ago, he became fascinated by the Turin Shroud; studying its history and the
science research that has been performed on the cloth has strengthened his faith.
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SACRED HEART OF JESUS, SITTINGBOURNE, KENT
INDUCTION OF FR. GRAZIANO DE PALMA
ON SATURDAY, 9TH NOVEMBER, AT 5PM

Fr. Graziano

Within the beautifully compact church of the Sacred Heart of
Jesus, Sittingbourne, it was ‘standing room only’. Not even the
wet weather could dampen the spirits of all those present: scores
of parishioners from the various parishes that Fr. Graziano served
at, including St. Lawrence’s, as well as invited guests in the form of
clergy from local Christian churches and the Mayor of Swale,
Councillor Ken Ingleton.

Monsignor Matthew Dickens presided over this very special service, which was concelebrated by some seven priests, including our very own Fr. John and Deacon Peter
Varnes. After the service, the adjoining hall was abuzz with the sounds of a serious
celebration in progress, thanks to our gracious hosts at Sacred Heart who were responsible
for tables groaning with food and drink!
No need to be concerned as to how Fr. Graziano is settling in; the new Parochial
Administrator is well at home amongst his flock and is very keen to “smell the sheep” as
Msgr. Dickens asked him to do in taking good care of them.
St. Lawrence parishioners joining in the celebrations...
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MY IRRESISTIBLE ‘CAMINO’ WALK
By Lisa Leonard

____________________

I won’t mislead you. When I told most of my friends and family about my decision to walk
the last 150km of the Camino de Santiago pilgrimage route in my May half-term (and as a
sole traveller), there were a range of responses. Most included hesitancy, confusion and a
swift change in subject!
Of course, I had heard about the various ancient trails across Europe which meandered towards the tomb of St. James in the City of Santiago de Compostela (regional capital of Galicia, northwest Spain), but had never really imagined it would be for me…how wrong I was.
It had been a tremendously difficult year with an unexpected bereavement and illness within the family. My pleasantly predictable life and my peace of mind had strayed. And so had
my faith. How stupid I had been to take it for granted.
The opportunity to jump out of my ‘real’ life and walk in
the steps of St. James and all the pilgrims who followed
was too hard to resist.

I was one of 15 walkers in a guided group, operated
by Exodus Travels. Galicia is incredibly beautiful and each
day we were met by a cacophony of sights, sounds, smells
and textures…a veritable feast for the senses. Unburdened by my usual everyday routines, I experienced
these so intensely; how long had it been since I’d
really appreciated such simple things? But what made
the trip life-changing for me were the thoughts, laughter
and companionship I received, and offered, to other
pilgrims. In those people, I found a response to my fears
and doubts as in:





He’s still listening;
He’s reminding me to trust.
He was returning me back to the idea that the world is ultimately good (even
when it doesn’t feel that way), and
That I am loved.

I returned to the UK minus one toenail but with a calm confidence I thought long gone.
My life was re-set and a commitment to think more simply, made.
I remain on my ‘Camino’; the journey, for me at least, is not at an end. I will return in 2021,
on the re-opening of the Cathedral for the Pilgrim’s Mass we were unable to celebrate
there. Anyone free?
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Even before I got to Westminster Cathedral to take part in this day which, sadly,
because of the unconscionable acts of some, was a collective stain we - as Catholic
Christians - had to bear and make reparation for, opportunities to extend mercy
presented themselves everywhere: each of the human beings huddled in the doorways or stretched out on a length of cardboard was an “opportunity” but these were
passed up or (guiltily) addressed by ‘sparing some loose change’.
The main altar in the Cathedral is imposing as it is but
with the Divine Mercy image on one side and the statue
of Our Lady of Walsingham on the other, for those
gathering in the rapidly filling chairs it was like being in
a comforting embrace. This sense of needing reassurance - a revalidation that our faith was not in vain was answered by the prayer programme (morning and
afternoon) that was organised for the day.
Reciting the rosary, having the Mass, going to
Confession if one wanted to, meditating in silence
before the Blessed Sacrament to participating in a
“communal act of repentance and atonement”, where
not just those from the religious community lay
prostrate on the ground but those from the congregation as well, was a start in the process of saying ‘sorry’.
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Whilst words are important , they need to be matched
by deeds if true healing is to take place, especially for
abuse victims. Fr. Dominic Allain, of Grief to Grace*, a
“specialist programme of spiritual and psychological
healing for those who have suffered sexual, emotional
or physical abuse in childhood or adolescence, or violation in adulthood, including the victims of clergy
abuse”, delivered hope in the face of such seeming
despair.
He said it was “time to end the secrecy and in God’s
timing, it is now!” Fr. Allain added that healing must
be provided for victims of abuse and as a Church, we
have to do everything we possibly can to reclaim our
integrity. But how does one heal from such terrible
wounds? Partly by grieving because in time it is possible to face the painful reality that things will never be
the same again. In this way, the soul is emptied and
makes space for some new meaning: God can heal
that space where grief was, which is what He desires
to do.
Forgiveness is essential to not being controlled by the past and this forgiveness is a gift
from God. To heal from such wounds, Fr. Allain added, we need to programme a new
identity so that in walking in Jesus’ death, we have a resurrection. That is the promise of
true Divine Mercy, one that blots out all stains.
*www.grieftograceuk.org
Sheila Pereira

Tel: 020 7937 4297

E-mail: info@grieftograceuk.org
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FILM REVIEW
By Alan Pavelin
__________________

ORTHODOX AND CATHOLIC
In an encyclical of 1995, Pope St. John Paul II said that the Church must “breathe with both
lungs”. By this he meant the Catholic Church in the West and the Orthodox Church in the
East. There are plenty of films featuring the Catholic Church, favourably or otherwise, but
far fewer where Orthodoxy is a major theme. The best-known is Andrei Rublev (1966), a
classic of Russian cinema, which is readily available on DVD and can be streamed from
YouTube or Google Play.
Rublev was the 15th century icon-painter who created the famous and
much-reproduced icon known as the Old Testament Trinity. Little is
known of his life, except where he lived at various times, so the
director, Andrei Tarkovsky, produced an imaginative recreation. Living as
a monk at a time of turbulence and foreign invasions, he [Rublev] is
frustrated at his inability to create something fresh and original. Finally,
feeling responsible for the death of a man, he takes a vow to give up
painting and keep silent for the rest of his life. The film is in seven
“chapters”, and in the final one, almost a feature film in itself, Rublev is inspired by the
example of a young boy who casts a giant bell in honour of visiting dignitaries. Rublev
renounces his vow and produces his greatest masterpieces, including the Trinity. He was
canonised by the Russian Orthodox Church in 1988, exactly 1,000 years after Christianity
first came to Russia. A true epic, though not recommended for
those allergic to three-hour-long Russian films!
In contrast, The Two Popes is, unsurprisingly, a very Catholic
film. Beginning with the election of Pope Benedict, it then tells a
fictionalised story of how Cardinal Bergoglio (now Pope Francis),
who had been runner-up in the conclave, visits Rome to discuss the
future direction of the Church with the Pope. It is mostly fairly lighthearted, including several jokes, but there are extended flashbacks
of Bergoglio’s earlier life in Argentina, including his controversial
period as head of a Jesuit mission at the time of the military junta.
There are superlative performances by two of our finest actors,
Anthony Hopkins as Benedict and Jonathan Pryce as Bergoglio, both showing an impressive
command of several languages. I saw this film at the London Festival in October; it is due for
a limited cinema release before Christmas and will then be available on Netflix.
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[Continued from Page 31]
to our homes but by Easter 1996, the volcano had once again started to ramp up. It was
necessary to evacuate the south yet again, this time for the final time. During this phase the
volcano was growing at a rate of one large dump truck of solid volcanic rock per second and
soon a new peak towered over Plymouth and by the end of 1996 we were looking at
contingency plans for moving most Montserratians off the island. At that time over half the
population of 12,000 were living in churches, church halls, schools, and other buildings
requisitioned for public shelter, where conditions were at best primitive but provided basic
shelter and security.
Throughout the latter part of 1996 and into the middle of 1997, volcanic activity became
more intense with the start of pyroclastic flows (superheated clouds of pulverized rock at
over 800° travelling at up to 150mph). Consequently, we started an Assisted Passage scheme
to evacuate large numbers of the community to the UK and other parts of the Caribbean.
Then on 25 June 1997, there was the first major eruption which tragically took 19 lives:
Montserratians who had gone back into the exclusion zones without authorization. In this
period the Catholic community lost two of its three churches, as well as its new three-storey
school. And on Boxing Day 1997, the village of St. Patrick’s and much of the Catholic south
was totally destroyed by a lateral blast larger than the one at Mt. St. Helens. Father Larry
Finnigan, our giant Irish parish priest, became the “true shepherd” of his flock as he slept
inside our remaining church and provided the necessary security and spiritual guidance for
all the Catholics who had lost everything - their jobs, homes and by that time had exhausted
their life savings. Father Larry died of cancer back in Ireland in 2015 and, in my opinion, is a
true living saint.”
Today, the Catholic community has built a magnificent new church in the north which is used
by many other denominations not so fortunate as the “followers of St. Patrick.”

BEXLEY PHOENIX CHOIR: Comment by Jill Martin
On 27th July, Bexley Phoenix Choir came to St. Lawrence's to give us a concert - their third!
Formed from the ashes of the Bexley Youth Choir when the Bexley Music Centre folded in
2006, the choir members begged their choirmaster, John Mackenzie, to keep them going
and continue singing. John freely admits he thought it would be a seven-day wonder but 13
years later the choir is still going strong, although members have come and gone with new
members constantly being added.
The format has evolved to four concerts a year locally, a five-day 'tour' annually to various
places (this year it was Southampton and Portsmouth), with practices normally taking the
form of a whole day at a venue followed by the concert itself. The range of music is outstanding from religious choral, folk, musicals and classical to everything in between.
The concert at St. Lawrence was brought to a close by the choir performing their signature
piece Rhythm of Life. A truly beautiful evening! Judging by the audience’s delighted reaction
throughout the performance, I am sure we will want to see them back again!
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